d  Congress,  )  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  (Document 
2d  Session.  \  1  No.  517. 
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HE 


LETTER 

FROM 

SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


TRANSMITTING, 

TH  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  ACTING  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  RE¬ 
PORT  ON  EXAMINATION  OF  AU  GRES  RIVER,  MICH. 


rtJARY  12,  1914. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors  and  ordered 

to  be  printed,  with  illustration. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  January  10,  191 4-. 
e  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

5iR:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Acting 
ief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  dated  2d  instant,  together 
h  copy  of  report  from  Lieut.  Col.  Mason  M.  Patrick,  Corps  of 
gineers,  dated  October  9,  1913,  with  map,  on  preliminary  exam- 
don  of  Au  Gres  River,  Mich.,  made  by  him  in  compliance  with  the 
>visions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  March  4,  1913. 

Very  respectfully, 

Lindley  M.  Garrison, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  January  2,  1914. 
)m:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Armv. 

:  The  Secretary  of  War. 

3ject:  Preliminary  examination  of  Au  Gres  River,  Mich. 

-•  There  is  submitted  herewith,  for  transmission  to  Congress, 
ort  dated  October  9,  1913,  with  map,  by  Lieut.  Col.  Mason  M. 
trick,  Corps  of  Engineers,  on  preliminary  examination  of  Au  Gres 
rer,  Mich.,  called  for  bv  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  March 

1913.  " 


AU  GRES  RIVER,  MICH. 


2.  The  Au  Gi  *es  River  is  a  small  stream  about  33  miles  long  empt 
ing  into  Saginaw  Bay,  Mich.  The  improvement  apparently  desur 
is  the  deepening  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  and  the  removal  of  obstru 
tions  below  the  bridge,  situated  about  1£  miles  above  the  mout 
Because  of  the  small  amount  of  traffic  which  would  use  the  strea 
and  of  the  difficulty  and  cost  of  maintaining  a  dredged  channel  aero;1 
the  bar,  the  district  officer  is  of  opinion  that  the  Au  Gres  River  is  n< 
worthy  of  improvement  by  the  United  States.  In  this  opinion  tl 
division  engineer  concurs. 

3.  This  report  has  been  referred,  as  required  by  law,  to  the  Boa] 
of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  attention  is  invited  to  i 
report  herewith,  dated  November  18,  1913,  concurring  in  the  vie\ 
of  the  district  officer  and  the  division  engineer. 

4.  After  due  consideration  of  the  above-mentioned  reports, 
concur  with  the  views  of  the  district  officer,  the  division  enginee 
and  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and,  therefore, 
report  that  the  improvement  by  the  United  States  of  Au  Gres  Rive 
Mich.,  is  not  deemed  advisable  at  the  present  time. 

Edw.  Burr, 

Colonel ,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Acting  Chief  of  Engineers. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS  FOR  RIVERS  AND  HARBOR 

[Third  indorsement.]  *. 

I 

Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 

November  18,  1913. 1 

To  the  C  hief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

1.  This  is  a  small  stream  which  empties  into  Saginaw  Bay,  Mic 
The  examination  extended  for  1^  miles  above  the  mouth  of  tl 
river,  to  the  village  of  Au  Gres,  which  has  a  population  of  about  25 
The  entrance  to  the  river  is  obstructed  by  a  bar  at  the  mouth,  whe: 
there  is  a  depth  of  not  more  than  2  feet  at  ordinary  stages.  Tl 
limiting  depth  in  the  river  is  reported  to  be  3  feet. 

2.  The  traffic  on  the  river  at  present  is  largely  confined  to  or 
fish  house,  the  business  of  which  amounts  to  about  200  tons  annual! 
It  is  reported  that  if  the  river  were  improved  this  might  be  doublet 
The  district  officer  believes  that,  even  with  improvement,  the  enth 
commerce  of  the  river  would  probably  not  exceed  1,000  tons. 

3.  In  view  of  the  limited  commerce  and  of  the  difficulty  and  co; 
of  maintaining  a  dredged  channel  across  the  bar,  the  district  offic< 
is  of  opinion  that  the  locality  is  not  worthy  of  improvement  by  tl 
United  States,  and  this  view  is  concurred  in  by  the  division  enginee 

4.  Interested  parties  were  informed  of  the  unfavorable  report  < 
the  district  officer  and  given  an  opportunity  of  submitting  the 
views  to  the  board.  One  communication,1  which  indicates  that  tl 
improvement  is  desired  largely  for  drainage  purposes,  has  bee 
received  and  given  consideration. 

5.  It  appears  from  the  facts  presented  that  there  is  not  sufficiei 
commerce  at  present  or  in  prospect  to  warrant  the  improvement  ( 


1  Not  printed. 
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u  Gres  River  by  the  Federal  Government  and  therefore  the  board 
ports,  in  concurrence  with  the  views  of  the  district  officer  and  the 
vision  engineer,  that  in  its  opinion  it  is  not  advisable  for  the  United 
ates  to  undertake  the  work. 

6.  In  compliance  with  law,  the  board  reports  that  there  are  no 
lestions  of  terminal  facilities,  water  power,  or  other  related  subjects 
hich  could  be  coordinated  with  the  suggested  improvement  in  such 
anner  as  to  render  the  work  advisable  in  the  interests  of  commerce 
id  navigation. 

For  the  board: 

W.  M.  Black, 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers , 

Senior  Member  of  the  Board. 


PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  AU  GRES  RIVER,  MICH. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Detroit,  Mich.,  October  9,  1913. 
rom :  The  District  Engineer  Officer, 
o:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army 
(Through  the  Division  Engineer), 
abject:  Preliminary  examination  of  Au  Gres  River,  Mich. 

1.  In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  letter  from  the 
hce  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  March  12,  1913,  I  submit  the  following 
■port  upon  a  preliminary  examination  of  Au  Gres  River,  Mich., 
•dered  bv  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  March  4,  1913. 

2.  The  act  just  mentioned  specifies  no  particular  section  of  this 

ver  as  the  subject  of  this  examination,  but  in  a  petition1  dated 
ine  12,  1912,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  residents  of  the  town  of 
u  Gres,  and  upon  which  the  order  for  this  examination  was  prob¬ 
ity  based,  there  is  a  request  for  “a  small  appropriation  for  the 
approvement  of  the  Au  Gres  River  *  *  *.  A  bar  at  the  mouth 

‘  the  stream  is  the  main  trouble,  while  sinkers  and  deadheads 
iroughout  the  stream  to  the  bridge  is  another  impediment.”  The 
ridge  thus  mentioned  is  about  1^  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river 
ad  this  report  is  therefore  confined  to  that  portion  of  the  stream 
elow  it,  including  its  mouth  in  Saginaw  Bay. 

3.  A  previous  examination  of  this  part  of  the  Au  Gres  River  “  with 
view  to  deepening  the  channel  to  village  of  Au  Gres  to  10  feet  in 
epth”  was  made  by  Col.  O.  M.  Poe,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  his 
nfavorable  report,  dated  December  26,  1888,  will  be  found  in  the 
iport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1889,  page.2277. 

4.  The  Au  Gres  River  is  a  small  stream,  with  its  sources  in  Ogemaw 
nd  Iosco  Counties,  Mich.,  which  after  flowing  for  about  33  miles  in 
general  southerly  direction  empties  into  Saginaw  Bay  on  its  nortli- 
esterly  shore  some  28  miles  north  of  the  Saginaw  River  and  22 
dies  southwest  from  Tawas  Bay,  as  shown  on  the  map  herewith, 
he  town  of  Au  Gres  lies  on  the  river  about  1 4  miles  above  its  mouth; 
s  population,  census  of  1910,  was  252. 

5.  While  the  lumber  industry  in  this  part  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
as  at  its  height,  large  quantities  of  pine  were  rafted  down  the  Au 
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Gres  River,  but  with  the  resultant  destruction  of  the  forests  tl 
business  declined  rapidly  and  for  many  years  the  shipment  of  lumh 
from  Au  Gres  has  been  a  negligible  quantity. 

6.  The  Au  Gres  Room  Co.,  which  is  said  to  have  handled  most 
the  timber  brought  down  the  river,  had  its  mill  in  the  bay  just  outsi 
the  river  mouth  and  about  1876  dredged  a  7-foot  channel  from  a  poi| 
about  a  mile  below  the  bridge  to  the  7-foot  contour  in  the  bay.  T 
same  company  built  a  round-pile  breakwater  about  900  feet  long 
the  bay  about  1,000  feet  from  shore,  and  also  a  pile  dike  about  4 
feet  long  into  the  bay  from  the  left  bank  of  the  river  at  its  mouth. 

7.  In  spite  of  these  protective  works  this  dredged  channel  dete 
orated,  and  it  is  said  to  have  been  more  than  20  years  since  a  bo 
drawing  as  much  as  4J  feet  could  enter  the  river  at  ordinary  stag 
of  water.  The  last  run  of  logs  in  the  river  was  about  1903,  at  whi 
time  there  is  said  to  have  been  only  2\  feet  depth  on  the  bar  at  i 
mouth. 

8.  A  recent  examination  showed  that  there  is  at  present  a  depj 
on  this  bar  of  not  more  than  2  feet  at  ordinary  stages,  that  at  t 
river  mouth  the  6-foot  contour  in  the  bay  is  about  2,100  feet  fro 
shore  and  that  after  crossing  the  bar  the  limiting  depth  in  the  riv 
is  about  3  feet.  During  freshets  the  river  rises  about  4  feet  at  t. 
bridge.  At  its  mouth  the  only  fluctuations  of  the  water  surf  a' 
are  those  due  to  the  cyclical  changes  in  lake  levels  and  to  storn 
A  strong  southwest  gale  may  decrease  the  depth  on  the  bar  by 
foot  or  more. 

9.  The  commerce  on  the  stream,  when  in  1888  Col.  Poe  reporh 
it  as  in  his  opinion  unworthy  of  improvement  by  deepening  tl 
channel  to  10  feet,  was  still  considerable  in  amount,  and  at  that  tin 
the  nearest  station  on  the  railroad  was  13  miles  distant  from  tl 
town.  At  present  a  railroad  has  been  built  to  the  town  of  Au  Gre 
and  there  is  very  little  commerce  on  the  river. 

10.  If  a  channel  were  dredged  from  the  town  to  the  river  mou 
and  thence  across  the  bar  to  deep  water  in  the  bay  it  could  probab 
be  maintained  at  small  cost  in  the  river  proper,  but  the  experience 
many  years  and  at  many  localities  along  these  Lakes  makes  it  certa 
that  the  bar  channel  would  soon  be  obliterated  unless  it  were  pr 
tected  by  costly  jetties  or  unless  it  were  dredged  periodically. 

11.  If  such  a  channel  were  dredged  it  would  be  used  by  srm 
pleasure  craft  and  by  fishermen.  There  is  now  one  fish  house  on  tl 
river;  its  owner  states  he  handles  by  boat  about  200  tons  of  fish  p 
year,  and  if  the  channel  were  improved  he  would  probably  hand 
about  twice  as  much.  Further  than  this  it  seems  probable  th: 
there  would  be  developed  very  little  water-borne  commerce  on  th 
river  and  that  the  total  amount  of  freight  so  carried  would  not  excec 
about  1,000  tons  annually. 

12.  No  public  hearing  was  held,  but  practically  all  of  the  town 

people  who  seemed  to  take  any  interest  in  this  matter  have  bee 
seen  and  oral  or  written  statements  obtained  from  them.  A  lettei 
from  the  mayor  of  the  town  is  appended  hereto.  All  the  persoi 
interviewed  were  more  or  less  heartily  in  favor  of  the  improvemei 
of  the  river  and  of  the  channel  across  the  bar,  but  no  one  of  the] 
estimated  the  probable  freight  traffic  at  a  larger  figure  than  th* 
given  in  the  paragraph  next  above.  / 
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13.  Because  of  the  small  amount  of  traffic  which  would  use  the 
earn  and  of  the  difficulty  and  cost  of  maintaining  a  dredged  chan- 
l  across  the  bar,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Au  Gres  River  is  not 
•rthy  of  improvement  by  the  United  States. 

14.  There  are  no  existing  docks  or  other  terminal  facilities  along 
s  river  and  no  questions  of  water  power  to  be  considered  in  con¬ 
ation  with  a  proposed  improvement  of  the  stream. 

Mason  M.  Patrick, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Division  Engineer,  Lakes  Division, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y .,  October  15,  1918. 

e  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

Forwarded;  concurring  in  the  opinion  of  the  district  officer  that 
Gres  River  is  not  worthy  of  improvement  by  the  United  States. 

J.  G.  Warren, 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

For  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 
;  p.  2.] 
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